


































that Senator Chaudhary often voted in ways that were contrary to the way the company

might have wished is also not relevant since Arctic Cat engaged in a transaction in the

normal course of its business with someone who happens to be a state senator and

hold another part-time job. Nothing that Senator Chaudhary has done has violated any

of the Senate's rules.

CONCLUSION.

Senator Chaudhary has placed behaving in an ethical way and attending to the

public trust at the forefront of his commitment to public service. This has been a difficult

experience for him. It is impossible to see how a bill which passed in 2007 and which

was broad in scope could somehow be related to an action he took after the bill was law

and it is unfortunate that his own notion that public bodies purchasing snowmobiles

should perhaps buy Minnesota made snowmobiles (if limits on where flags can be made

if purchased in Minnesota, why not snowmobiles?) triggered news stories and an

editorial which questioned his ethics. Given his concern for, of course, his personal

reputation, but equally as important for the rules of the Senate and the laws of

Minnesota, Senator Chaudhary wanted to come before this Subcommittee to clarify the

situation. We respectfully request that this Subcommittee conclude both that Senator

Chaudhary has not violated any rules of the Senate and that in the opinion of the

Subcommittee, no laws of the State of Minnesota have been violated. Thank you for

your attention.
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EXHIBIT A



ETHICAL PRACTICES BOARD
First Floor South, Centennial Building. 658 Cedar Street. St. Paul, MN 55155-1603

The following publication does not identify the requester of the advisory opinion, which is
nonpublic data Linder Minn. Stat. § 10A.02, subd. 12(b)

RE: Potential Conflicts of Interest for Public Official

ADVISORY OPINION # 237

SUMMARY

A potential conflict of interest under Minn. Stat. § 10A.07 arises only when an official's financial
interests or the financial interests of an associated business are substantially affected by an
action or decision taken by an official in the conduct of the official's duties. In the absence of
any associated business or financial interest, an official's action or decision will not raise a
potential conflict of interest issue.

FACTS

As a pUblic official, you ask the Ethical Practices Board ("Board") for an advisory opinion based
on the following statement of facts:

1. You are a legislator, which makes you a public official as defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.01,
subd. 18. You are also .,a member of a state board whose members are defined as public
officials. As a public official, you are sUbject to the prOVisions of Minn. Stat. § 10A.07.

2. The state board on· which you serve unanimously voted to grant a package of financial
incentives to a company in order to convince it to locate a new facility in Minnesota.

3. At the time of ~he vote, and presently, you have no financial interest in, or relationship with,
this new company.

4. You have national, regional, and local contacts with individuals or entities which may be
interested in the products to be offered by the new Minnesota company. The new
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company has expressed interest in retaining you on a compensated basis to assist it in
making national, regional, and local business contacts.

5. Because state funds are included in the financial incentive package awarded to the new
company, there is a possibility that compensation you would receive from the compa'ny
might be viewed as coming from those state funds.

6. You are concerned that a compensated contractual or employment relationship with the
company may raise conflict of interest issues. '" '

ISSUE

Would a compensated contract or employment relationship with the company described in the
facts give rise to conflict of interest issues under Minnesota Statutes Chapter 10A?

OPINION

'No, entry into the contract or employment relationship you describe, in itself, would not give
rise to conflict of interest issues under Minnesota Statutes Chapter 10A However, your
proposed association with the company could create future potential conflicts of interest.

Minn. Stat. § 10A07 is the only provision of Minnesota Statutes Chapter 10A which deals with
conflicts of interest. Under its limited provisions, conflicts of interest arise only in the context of
an official being called upon to take an action or make a decision. A potential conflict of
interest exists if the action to be taken or the decision to be made would substantially affect the
official's financial interests or those of an associated business, unless the effect on the official
is no greater than the effect on others in the same business classification, profession, or
occupation.

Your action in awarding the financial incentive package to the company was taken at a time
when you had no financial relationship with the company (it was not an associated business of
yours as defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A01, subd. 4 and you had no financial interest in it as
defined in Minn. Rules 4515.0100, subp. 5); therefore, no potential conflict of interest existed.

Likewise, under Minn. Stat. § 10A.07, a potential conflict of interest would not arise as a result
of your acceptance of a compensated relationship with the company. Your acceptance of a
relationship with the company does not constitute an official action or decision on your part.
Additionally, until after you accept a compensated relationship with the company, it will not be
an associated business of yours. ThUS, the two, elements necessary to create a potential
conflict of interest under Minn. Stat. § 10A07 are missing. This is true regardless of whether
or not state funds previously granted to the company' would be used to pay your
compensation.
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If you accept compensation of more than $50 in a month from the company, it will then be an
associated business of yours. In that .event, If you are called upon in the future to take action
or make a decision on matters peculiar to the company, as opposed to general regulatory
matters applicable to all companies, a potential conflict of interest could arise. This situation
could occur in your capacity as a legislator or as a member of the state board on which you
serve.

If a potential conflict of interest arises, you must prepare a written statement describing tl:le
matter requiring action or decision and the nature of the potential conflict.

If the potential conflict arises as the result of a legislative action or decision you are called
upon to make, you must deliver this statement to the President of the Senate. If insufficient
time is available to provide the written notice, the same information must be communicated
orally. At your request, the senate may excuse you from taking part in the action or decision in
question.

If the potential conflict of interest 'arises as the result of an action or decision you are called
upon to make in your capacity as a board member, you must prepare the statement described
above. While Minn. Stat. § 10A.07 does not specify to whom a board member must deliver the
statement, it is the Board's opinion that to make the statement meaningful,' you should deliver
it to the chair of the board on which you serve.

As a board member, you must abstain, if possible. from making a decision or taking action
which creates a potential conflict of interest. You abstain by assigning the matter to a
SUbordinate, if possible, or by requesting the appointing authority to designate another to
determine the matter. In either case. you would not chair a meeting, participate in a vote, or
offer any motion or discussion on the matter giving rise to the potential conflict of Interest.
Minn. Rules part 4515.0500.

If you are not permitted or are otherwise unable to abstain from action in connection with the
matter, you must file a statement describing the potential conflict and the action taken. This
statement must be filed with the Board within one week of taking the action.

This opinion Is 'specifically limited to interpretation of Minn. Stat. § 10A.07 as it relates. to
conflict of interest issues you raise. While your request expresses concerns .beyond the scope
of Minnesota Statutes Chapter 10A, the Board expresses no opinion on questions of public
perception relating to perceived conflicts of interest; legislative rules or customs which may
have application; or the application of statutes other than those which make up Minnesota
Statutes Chapter 10A.

Issued: IS-- .3/ .~ 9&
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CITED AUTHORITIES

MINNESOTA STATUTES
10A.01 DEFINITIONS.
Subdivision 1. For the purposes of sections 10A.01 to 10A.34, the tenns defined in this
section have the meanings given them unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.

Subd. 4. "Associated business" means any association in connection with which the individual
is compensated in excess of $50 except for actual and reasonable expenses in any month as
a director, officer, owner, member, partner, employer or employee, or is a holder of securities
worth $2,500 or more at fair market value.

10A.07 CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.
Subdivision 1. Disclosure of potential conflicts. A pUblic official or a local official elected to
or appointed by a metropolitan govemmental unit who in the discharge of official duties would
be required to take an actioJl or make a decision that would substantially affect the official's
financial interests or those of an associated business, unless the effect on the official is no
greater than on other members of the official's business classification, profession, or
occupation, shall take the following actions:

(1) prepare a written statement describing the matter requiring action or decision and
the nature of the potential conflict of interest;

(2) deliver copies of the statement to the official's immediate superior, if any; and
(3) if a member of the legislature or of the governing body of a metropolitan

governmental unit, deliver a copy of the statement to the presiding officer of the body of
service.

If a potential conflict of interest presents itself and there is insufficient time to comply with
clauses (1) to (3), the public or local official shall orally infonn the superior or the official body
of service or committee of the body of the potential conflict.

Subd. 2. -If the official is not a member of the legislature or of the governing body of a
metropolitan governmental unit, the superior shall assign the matter, if possible, to another
employee who does not have a potential conflict of interest. If there is no immediate superior,
the official shall abstain, if possible, in a manner prescribed by the board from influence over
the action or decision in question. If the official is a member of the legislature, the house of
service may, at the member's request, excuse the member from taking part in the action or .
decision in question. If the official is not pennitted or is otherwise unable to abstain from action
in connection with the matter, the official shall file a statement describing the potential conflict
and the action taken. A public official shall file the statement with the board and a local official
shall file the statement with the governing body of the official's political subdivision. The
statement must be filed within a week of the action taken.
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Subd. 3. Interest in contract; local officials. This section does not apply to a local official
with respect to a matter governed by sections 471.87 and 471.88.

MINNESOTA RULES

4515.0100 DEFINITIONS.

Subpart 1. Scope. The definitions in this part apply to this chapter and Minnesota Statutes,
section 10A.07. The definitions in chapter 4501 and in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 10A,
apply to this chapter. '?-

Subp. 5. Financial interest. "Financial interest" means any ownership or control in an asset
which has the potential to produce a monetary return.

4515.0500 ABSTENTION.

Subpart 1. Nonlegislator. A public official who is not a legislator or a member of the
governing body of a metropolitan governmental unit and who has a potential conflict of
interest and who does not have an immediate superior shall abstain from the matter, if
possible, by assigning itle matter to a subordinatefor disposition or requesting ~e appointing
authority to designate another to determine the matter. In such a case, the official shall not

chair a meeting, participate in any vote, or offer any motion or discussion on the matter giving
rise to the potential conflict of interest.
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EXHIBITB



ETHICAL PRACTICES BOARD
First Floor South, Centennial Building. 658 Cedar Street. St. Paul, MN 55155-1603

THE FOLLOWING PUBLICATION DOES NOT IDENTIFY
THE REQUESTER OF THE ADVISORY OPINION, WHICH IS NONPUBLIC DATA

under Minn. Stat. § i0A02, subd. i2(b) (1994 Minn. Laws, ch. 377, sec.i)

RE: Clients of Public Official

ADVISORY OPINION #213

SUMMARY

213. Individuals or associations who are lobbyists or lobbyist principals and who use
commercial services at a pUblic offiCial's establishment and who pay no more than the prices
charged to others are clients of the official's business.

FACTS

As a pUblic official as defined in Minn. Stat. § 1OA.01, subd. 18, and, therefore, an official as
defined in Minn. Stat. § 1OA.071, subd. 1 (c), you ask tpe Ethical Practices Board for an advisory
opinion based upon your statement of the following facts:

1. You have operated a commercial service for many years.

2. During this time, and before you became a pUblic official, you have had individuals,
companies, and business groups who paid your prices for the services as they would at
any other commercial operation.

3. You are receiving communication recently from some clients that they are not returning
to your establishment because they are concerned that they may be perceived as
somehow breaking the law prohibiting certain gifts to pUblic officials, Minn. Stat.
§ 1OA.071, subd. 1 (c).

4. Your response to the clients has been that your public service is part-time and that the
commercial service you operate is your business and your livelihood.

QUESTION

Does Minn. Stat. § 10A.071 prohibit individuals or others with whom you are acquainted from
continuing to come to your establishment and pay your current prices for service?
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OPINION

No. The prohibition about gifts to officials in Minn. Stat. § 1OA.071, subd. 1 (b); is against
lobbyists and lobbyist principals. You are in the business of operating a commercial service.
Consequently, individuals or associations who are lobbyists or lobbyist principals and who use
services at your establishment and who pay no more than your current prices are clients of your
business. In the transactions you describe no gift is given or received within the meaning of
Minn. Stat. § 1OA.071 , subd. 1 (b).

PERTINENT STATUTES

Minn. Stat. § 10A.01 DEFINITIONS provides:

Subd. 11. (a) "Lobbyist" means an individual:
(1) engaged for payor other consideration, or authorized to spend money by another

indiVidual, association, political subdivision, or public higher education system, who spends more
than five hours in any month or more than $250, not including the individual's own travel
expenses and membership dues, in any year, for the purpose of attempting to influence
legislative action or administrative action, or the official action of a metropolitan governmental
unit, by communicating or urging others to communicate with pUblic or local officials.

Subd. 18. ·Public official" means any:
(a) member of the legislature;
(b) constitutional officer in the executive branch and the officer's chief administrative

deputy;
(c) member, chief administrative officer or deputy chief administrative officer of a state

board or commission which has at least one of the following powers: (i) the power to adopt,
amend or repeal rules, or (Ii) the power to adjudicate contested cases or appeals;

. (d) commissioner, deputy commissioner, or assistant commissioner of any state
department as designated pursuant to section 15.01;

(e) individual employed in the executive branch who is authorized to adopt, amend or
repeal rules or adjudicate contested cases;

(1) executive director of the state board of investment;
(g) executive director of the Indian affairs Intertribal board;
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(h) commissioner of the iron range resources and rehabilitation board;
(i) commissioner of mediation services;
(j) deputy of any official listed in clauses (e) to (i);
(k) jUdge of the workers' compensation court of appeals;
(I) administrative law jUdge or compensation jUdge in the state office of administrative

hearings or referee in the department of jobs and training;
(m) solicitor general or deputy, assistant or special assistant attorney general;
(n) individu8.1 employed by the legislature as secretary of the senate, chIef clerk of the

house, revisor of statutes, or researcher, legislative analyst, or attorney in the office of senate
counsel and research or house research;

(0) member, regional administrator, division director, general counsel, or operations
manager of the metropolitan council;

(p) the director of the racing commIssion, the director of the gambling control board, the
director of the state lottery, and the deputy director of the state lottery;

(q) director or the division of gambling enforcement in the department of public safety;
(r) member or executive director of the higher education facilities authority; or
(s) member of the board of directors or president of the Minnesota world trade center

corporation.
(t) member or chief administrator of a metropolitan agency.

Subd. 28. Principal. "Principal" means an individual or association that:
(1) spends more than $500 in the aggregate in any calendar year to engage a lobbyist,

compensate a lobbyist, or authorize the expenditure of money by a lobbyist; or
(2) Is not Included in clause (1) and spends a total of at least $50,000 in any calendar

year on efforts to influence legislative action, administrative action, or the· official action of
fJovernmental units, as described in section 10A.04, SUbdivision 6.

Minn. Stat. § 10A.071 CERTAIN GIFTS BY LOBBYISTS AND PRINCIPALS PROHIBITED provides:
Subdivision 1. Definitions. (a) The definitions' in this subdivision apply to this section.
(b) "Gift" means money, real or personal property, a service, a loan, a forbearance or

forgiveness of indebtedness, or a promise of future employment, that is given and received
without the giver receiving consideration of equal or greater value in return.

(c) "Official" means a public official, an employee of the legislature, or a local official of
a metropolitan governmental unit.

Subd. 2. Prohibition. A lobbyist or principal may not give a gift or request another to give
a gift to an official. An official may not accept a gift from a lobbyist or principal.

Subd. 3. Exceptions. (a) The prohibitions in this sections do not apply if the gift is:
(1) a contribution as defined in section 10A.01, subdivision 7;
(2) services to assist an official in the performance of official duties, including by not

limited to providing advice, consultation, information, and communication in connection with
legislation, and services to constituents;
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(3) services of insignificant monetary value;
(4) a'plaque or similar memento recognizing individual services in a field of specialty or

to a charitable cause; -
(5) a trinket or memento of insignifiqant value;
(6) Informational material of unexceptional value; or
(7) food or a beverage given at a reception, meal, or meeting away from the recipient's

place of work by an organization before whom the recipient appears to make a speech or
answer questions as part of a program.

(b) The prohibitions in this section do not apply if the gift is given:
(1) because of the recipient's membership in a group, a majority of whose members are

not officials, and an equivalent gift is given to the other members of the group; or
(2) by a lobbyist or principal who is a member of the family of the recipient, unless the

gift is given on behalf of someone who is not a member of that family.
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From: Lynn Rogers [mailto:lrogers@bearstudy.org]
Sent: Monday, May 19, 2008 10:51 AM .
To: 'wtacy@startribune.com'
Subject: Letter to Editor re Sen Chaudhary

Letter to the Editor~

I found your article regarding State Senator Chaudhary's TV show puzzling. The
Senator~s dealings with Arctic Cat were in no way a conflict of interest. Arctic Cat
was simply advertising. I know because Arctic Cat did exactly the same thing with me.
I needed snowmobiles for a Wild Kingdom TV program. The local dealer was good enough
to supply four new machines. He benefited by having them seen nationwide. After the
show they were used machines. I needed them for my bear research and bought them at a
larger discount than Arctic Cat gave Senator Chaudhary. Supplying snowmobiles for TV
programs and then selling them used is everyday business for Arctic Cat. Hinting that
Chaudhary is in bed with ATV groups is completely off the deep end. The Senator has
worked hard to protect wildlife interests. We need him to stay strong for wildlife.
Flimsy attempts to smear his good name do not help Minnesota or its wildlife. Let us
know when Chaudhary actually does something wrong. Until then~ this seems like "trial
by headline."

Lynn Rogers
North American Bear Center
1926 Highway 169
Ely~ MN 55731
218-365-7879
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North Central States Regional
Council of Carpenters

Wisconsin • Minnesota • North Dakota • South Dakota

September 15,2008

To Whom It May Concern:

The North Central States Regional Council of Carpenters decided to purchase advertising on the
outdoors show that Satveer Chaudhary waS presenting on cable television because in the judgment of
the individuals who entered into the agreement, such programs were ofinterest to our target audience
ofcarpenters and it was a good opportunity to reach them. The decision was part ofan overall
advertising plan and was completely unrelated to any legislative matters.

It is important to note that the legislation about which questions have been raised, dealing with the
misclassification ofemployees as independent contractors in the construction industry, became law in
2007. It was not until the end of2007 that we even considered the advertising request. There is
absolutely no way the passage of this bill- which affected a much broader scope ofworkers than
carpenters -had any relationship to the later decision regarding advertising.

At no time has Senator Chaudhary ever discussed with the Union any relationship between the decision
to advertise on his cable show and any work he mayor may not have done as a Senator.

Please feel free to contact me for any reason.

Wisconsin Office: N2216 Bodde Road, Kaukauna, Wisconsin 54130-9740
Phone 920-996-2300 • Fax 920-996-2301

Minnesota Office: 700 Olive Street, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55130-4405
Phone 651-646-7207 • Fax 651-645-8318

Toll Free 888-313-3221



Sen~tor ,
Satveer Cha~d.hary
Chair, Environment & Natural Resources CC:)1nmittee
Serving: Arden Hills, Columl:iia Heights, Fridley, ,
Hilltop, New Brighton, Saint Anthony Village, Shoreview

Rer:ycled Paper
1096 Post­
ConsumerF'iber

,Senate
State Q:.f :M:iimesota

May21,2008

Senator James P. Metzen, Chair
Rilles and Administration Subcommittee' on Ethical Conduct
322 State Capitol
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Dear Senator Metzen,

Recently, a newspaper' article appeared in the Minneapolis Star Tribune
concerning my personal business. I am Writing to as~ you to, as Chairman pf the
Subcommittee on EthIcal C~D;duct,-, convene your committee and review these questions
as they relate to Rille 57 ~f the Mimiesota S,enate, Conflicts of Interest.

As you know, I fotmded, host, and p:r:oducea television show to bring new people
into Minnesota's hunting and fishing tradition. We n~~d to break stereotypes of
sportsmen by attracting more kids, women,"ahd ri~w Aniericans to our outdoor heritage.
I'm proud of this effort. However, due to my position in the Minnesota State Senate,'
there have been que~tions raised,of ~'potenti,~ conjlict o.:f1D.ter~st between advertising on
the television program and niy a6tiops .~s 'a, $eliator. -

While at no time did any action .as as~nator involve a conflict, I tecognize the
need for scrutiny ofpublic officials arid agree that there sbottld be an inquiry. If there are
qjlesti9ns" it is ~pproPJ1~te fo~. the 'e!Bic~, 9QPJD,2i,1tee .;t~ ;re'0e~ .~~~~ que~tjo:ns. Any time
the public trust is ci1iestioned, the 'value': 'and honor of ~ niember's seivice to their
constituents and the state are also que~tioned. 1'4erefore, although. no actual claims or
allegations have been levied, the questions deserve a review.

Frankly, the' Star Tribune makes some good poip.ts. In order to avoid trial-by­
headline, it niakes sense for an fu<;lependent, 'bipattisan' committee to review ethical
questions. I would ask ,that you conv~ne your coinmittee' as quickly as possible so that I
may provide you with specific details concei:riing these questions and have this matter
resolved. I'm anxious to provi4e an independent inquiry of all of the information I have
that proves not only that I have not intelmingled by priv~te and public activities, but that
I have actively worked to keep my private and public activities totally ,separate. Among
this, information are the multiple awards from conservation organizations. I believe you,
, ,

205 State Capitol, 75 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,Blvd., St Paul, MN 55155-1606- (651) 296-4334 Fax (651) 225-7582
, sen.satveer.chaudhary@1:ienate.~



and our colleagues, will come to the c;onclusion that no rule, law, or even ethical
boundary has been crossed with regard to my pu1;JIic at1dpriva~e careers.

It is never enjoyable for one's honesty to be questioned in the me4ia, but this
issue can best be resolved by. a swift, open, and ~horough review by the Senat~ Ethics
Committee. I am no differ~rit than a teacher working on education, nUrse working on
he8.Ith· care, or fanner work:ing on ethariol. I'm a conservationist~ so I work on the
enviroi:unent. My activities neVer cross etlrlcallines and I welcome all scrutiny.. .

Sinc;etely,

~.~ '.' .... .

Satveer.Chaudhary
State Senator





Senator's TV show puts him on defensive
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Senator's TV show puts him on defensive

By DAVID SHAFFER, Star Tribune

May 17,2008

Page 1 of3

State Sen. Satveer Chaudhary, who produces and hosts an outdoor-sports cable show,
has cut sponsorship deals with a corporation and a union that have stakes in bills he
pushed in the Legislature.

In a deal with Arctic Cat, Chaudhary purchased a snowmobile in January at a discount
after he borrowed it for an episode of his "Born to be Wild" program.

Chaudhary, a DFLer from Fridley who is chairman of the Senate Environment and
Natural Resources Committee, later unsuccessfully backed an amendment to require the
Department of Natural Resources to purchase snowmobiles and all-terrain vehicles only
from Minnesota manufacturers. Arctic Cat is based in Thief River Falls, Minn.

The North Central States Regional Council of Carpenters spent $15,000 to be a sponsor
of the series, Chaudhary said. In 2007, Chaudhary sponsored a bill to curb independent
contractors in the construction 'industry. The bill, which passed, was backed by the
carpenters council, which also has a political action committee.

,"It smells awful," said David Schultz, an attorney and professor in the Hamline University
Graduate School of Management who has studied and written about money in politics.

Schultz said: "He has got an intermixing of his professional life, legislation he is
introducing, lobbyists and PACs -- and is mixing it in a way that he can't separate those
roles out."

Chaudhary, who is an attorney and an avid hunter and fisherman, said he does separate
his role as legislator from his new career as an outdoors show host. The show, broadcast
weekly on The Sportsman Channel, features Chaudhary or guests on hunting, fishing

and other trips.

He said the discount from Arctic Cat and the money from the union ,.- two entities with

lobbyists -- didn't violate the state's ban on lobbying-related gifts, because his production
company provided a service: advertising. He said rulings in other cases by the Minnesota
Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board support his view. '

"I don't think I am walking a fine line," he said. "The only difference is that it is in the

public eye because it is on television."

Arctic Cat and the carpenters council said their support for Chaudhary's show was strictly
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marketing. In return for lending and discounting a snowmobile, Arctic Cat will get
exposure on the upcoming show and already has a spot on the show's website. The
union said that many carpenters are outdoorsmen and that advertising on this season's
shows reached carpenters who are nonunion.

"Our union members love to hunt and fish," said Kyle Makarios, political director for the
carpenters regional council. "... Our members are for the most part working-class guys
and tend to live in exurban and rural areas -- it is the demographic."

Makarios said Chaudhary approached the union council's marketing committee about
sponsoring the show. "The people who are part of those decisions are not part of bur
lobbying team," he said. "Those decisions are made independently. There is certainly no
quid pro quo going on."

At Arctic Cat, Chaudhary said, he approached Chief Executive Christopher Twomey
about sponsoring the show. The company decided not to be a cash sponsor because the
show had no track record, said John Tranby, marketing communications manager. As for
Chaudhary's product deal, "if anything, it is a worse deal than a lot of shows get," Tranby
said. "He paid almost full price."

Tranby said he knew nothing about Chaudhary's buy-Minnesota effort, which never got
out of committee.

Chaudhary said he paid $8,500 for a model priced at a suggested $11,700 by the
manufacturer, but selling for $10,330 at the dealership.

The senator said his track record on controversial motor-sports bills proves that he hasn't
allowed the Arctic Cat deal to influence his job as a legislator. Arctic Cat also
manufactures ATVs.

"If I was a kind of totally pro-ATV-riding legislator, that concern would be legitimate," he
said. "I passed a lot of legislation that is pro-environment on the issue."

The Sierra Club in 2006 gave Chaudhary a 93 percent rating Oil environmental votes.
Barry Babcock, a founder of the Jack Pine Coalition, which has fought to limit motor
recreation on public lands, scores Chaudhary far lower. "He is not going to do anything
for us," Babcock said. '

Chaudhary offered different logic for why the $15,000 union sponsorship didn't affect his

legislative votes. He said he has long been pro-labor, so the money couldn't change a
thing.

"Nothing in my labor record reflects anything different than what I have done for the last

10 years," he said.

Schultz, the law professor, said the "fact that he has to go through gyrations of
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explanations suggests a problem."

Page 3 of3

Gary Goldsmith, executive director of the public disclosure board, said public officials are
not prohibited from having business relationships with companies or organizations that
lobby. He would not comment specifically on Chaudhary's situation, but said it may be
"unique." However, the board would consider the matter only if someone files a

complaint,. he said.

Two other groups with interests in natural resources, Sportsmen for Outdoors
Amendment and Ducks Unlimited, also have ads on the Born to be Wild website.
Chaudhary said that they didn't pay any money to his company, and that he supports

both groups.

David Shaffer • 612-922-2667

© 2008 Star Tribune. All rights reserved.

http://www.startribune.com/templates/Print_This_Story?sid=19044974 9/11/2008


